By now, news and results of Nationals Sodwana 2008 are starting to filter
through and many people will not know who Garret Staats, the overall winner of
the 3 days team diving event is. This is a brief bio of the guy and how we came to
meet.

~ Garret with a34kg
Sailfish.shot while
scouting at Sodwana

/.

B i (\
| moved from PE to the Natal South Coast in 2005 and was only able to seriously
get back into diving later that year due to getting the ins and outs of my new
business. It was at a local club Monthly Mug/trial for Nationals PE 2006 where |
first met Garret.

It was hard not to notice him. He is the typical life of the party type person who
wears his heart on sleeve and is as passionate about diving as we all are about
breathing. We instantly became mates and started to dive together with him
showing me all the shore diving spots in the area.

At that stage Garret was pretty new to diving at the high level and was still a
shore diver. On my start at the Hibiscus Club, Brent Addison, the then chairman
asked living legend, Guyla Plaganyi to “check” out this new diver from PE.
Luckily for me | obviously made an impression as Guyla took me into his
mentorship and taught me more in a few months (and still does) than what | had
learnt in the previous 6 years. | recall a phonecall where Guyla asked me if |
knew of any guys | thought had potential and | had no hesitation in mentioning
Garret.

The scene was set and the next compl/trial, Garret was to dive with Guyla and me
on his boat. Due to Guyla having to come from Durban to dive he wasn’t going to
make the 05h00 launch and | told Garret we would have to wait, but that it would
be worth it as Guyla has forgotten what we still have to learn and we would still
get our ten fish. Garret, eager to get in the water wanted none of that and got a
spot on another boat to target those sunrise fish. | believe that it was to his
detriment (and took every opportunity to berate him) as it was a full year before
he got another chance to dive with Guyla. We went up on Christmas day 2006
and dived the Bluff and Nol and managed to get some nice fish. Garret pestered



Guyla (always keen to teach and share his vast wealth of knowledge and
experience) with questions and definitely after that started to become a better
diver. Knowing a few more guys with boats | always tried to get Garret on a boat
dive. I was hellbent to turn him from a shore diver to a boat diver. Garret was so
excited everytime we got on the boat that | had a job to get him to calm down.
“Relax, we’re going to some deep diving”, “fish aren’t going to come anywhere
near you if you don’t get your excitement level down” etc were constant talking
points on boats and slowly but surely he managed to get that calmness we need
to succesfully hunt fish. The turning point came where another great mate and
Garret’s mentor, Joe Mulder, bought a very nice boat. If anyone apart from his
own determination and dedication can be credited with Garret’s success, it is
Joe. This has ensured we regularly dive off a boat and as all three of us are the
“Honour and Glory” type divers, we spend a lot of time hunting big fish.

Garret with his 2" billfish, a 100kg Black Marlin shot on
Protea. A full account of this day can be viewed
elsewhere on this site as well as the latest edition (June
08) of IFSN magazine.

A week earlier he lost a massive striped Marlin whilst
diving with Alan Fraser (Moo) off 19 Fathoms,
Scottburgh.

Last year (2007) he won the Border Open at Hole-in-the-Wall when conditions
forced divers to hunt in the inshore areas right against the side. Due to my
stubborness | was sick with bronchitis and not really able to dive competively. |
said to Garret that this is his chance as these conditions were his forté and that
he should win this. | spent the whole day reassuring him that he is doing well and
that he musn’t focus on the results but on getting his fish. At the anouncement
later that night it came to no great surprise to me that Garret had won, narrowly
pipping Shane Breedt. The guy was in heaven and his smile lasted months. |
jokingly said to him that now he is going to have a lot of pressure on him to
perform as he was now a hotshot. (Interestingly, the year Jaco Blignaut won his
first Nationals was preceded by winning the Border Open the year before).

Living on the lower South Coast gives us access to Protea Banks. This spot is
notorius for aggressive sharks and very deep diving. Unfortuantely it is a very
temperamental spot with currents of up to 4 knots which makes diving the
required depths nigh impossible and very dangerous. Luckily, when conditions
become favourable we are able to drop everything and go for dive at short notice.
When this place is on, it is on. Large Longfin Yellowtail, massive Kaakap, Marlin,



Sailfish, Tuna and a bevy of large reef fish are to be found. A previous exploit of
Garret and me has been published on this site as well as in the June issue of
Rob Torrelli’'s IFSN magazine from Australia.

If one wants to hone deep diving and gamefish hunting skills as is required at a
place like Sodwana, Protea is the place and Garret has definitely put the time
and effort in. He spends almost everyday going for a quick shoredive and puts
more hours in than any diver | know or dive with. With time, we all tend to get
more “selective” with our diving and go on days where we pretty much know we’ll
get fish. Garret dives for the passion of it and in any conditions. The amount of kit
he has donated to Neptune is testament to this.

Garret with a magnificent 26kg Couta shot on
Protea. | had to give my share to the taxman

After another good day on Protea.
Garret with the lion’s share of the
spoils. His mentor, Joe Mulder, is
standing behind him.

To the untrained eye it would seem that |
managed to pip Garret at the post, two average
Igs of 18kg and 21kg. But a very impressive 18kg
Longfin Yellowtail from Garret would deservedly
claim honours for Fish of the Day.

Some say he was lucky at Sodwana. But seriously, you don’t get lucky 3 days in
a row. Gary Player is well known for saying “Funny thing, the more | practise, the
luckier | seem to get”. Ditto Garret.

Well done Garret. You deserve to reap the rewards of your effort and
commitment. But buddy; now the heat is on and I'm not going to let you rest on
your laurels.

Good diving all,
Corry Versluis



